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last night; the Senator objected to an
order that the minority leader re-
quested and refused to answer a ques-
tion—refused, turned around and
walked out. This place is deteriorating
into a sorry condition. But I know the
majority leader is working on it.

I think it is very important that peo-
ple across the country hear that eight
judges are not being appointed because
of a piece of legislation that would pre-
vent wife beaters and child abusers
from getting guns. I think that is pret-
ty important. I hope the public hears it
and listens to it, and I hope the press
hears it and listens to it.

I say to the majority leader, my
apologies for this little tirade, but I
had to kind of get it off my chest.

I thank the Senator.
Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent there now be a period
for the transaction of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 5 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

THE RUSSIAN ELECTIONS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on June
16, something happened that has tre-
mendous implications for the Amer-
ican people and for people everywhere.
On that day, Russia, which just a few
years ago was the greatest threat to
democracy in the world, held a demo-
cratic election to select its President.

That alone, Mr. President, is reason
to celebrate. Despite calls from people
across the Russian political spectrum
who still do not understand what de-
mocracy is about to cancel the elec-
tion, the Russian Government stuck by
its commitment to democracy—

No decisions were taken by secretive
Politburos.

Parties representing the full spec-
trum of political sentiment partici-
pated.

Candidates crisscrossed that vast
country making promises to win the
votes of ordinary people.

And in the end, most stunning of all,
there was a graceful concession speech
by the losing candidate, the leader of
the Communist party that only a little
while ago we regarded as the personi-
fication of tyranny, committing the
party to challenge irregularities in the
election ‘‘in the courts, not in the
streets.’’

Mr. President, this was not a perfect
election. There were irregularities.
There may well have been instances of
ballot box stuffing. I was quite con-
cerned about the extent to which
media coverage of the election ap-
peared to favor one candidate. But it
also occurred to me that, if I were a
newspaperman covering an election in
which one major party had a record of

advancing democracy and the freedoms
associated with it and the other had a
70-year history of suppressing the free-
dom of newspapers like mine, I might
have tended to advocacy rather than
neutrality too. That is not an excuse,
but despite the irregularities, there is
general agreement that the will of the
Russian people was heard in this elec-
tion.

The Russian people voted for democ-
racy, and the tremendous significance
of that should not be lost on anyone.
Despite all of the hardship they are ex-
periencing. Despite the crime and cor-
ruption. Despite their loss of empire.
Despite the fact that the standard-
bearer of the forces of democracy has
made many mistakes, the brutal war in
Chechnya being the most egregious,
and is in poor health.

The Russian people voted for free-
dom. Freedom to speak their minds.
Freedom to associate. As ultra-nation-
alist Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who is not
someone I admire, put it in explaining
why he would not support the com-
munists: freedom to decide where to
spend his vacation. For some, it came
down to things as simple as that,
things which we take for granted.

Mr. President, the world has changed
profoundly in the last decade. Com-
munism as a world force is gone. What-
ever the future may bring in terms of
the distribution of power in the world,
the age of ideological confrontation be-
tween communism and democracy is
over. While there remain many aggres-
sive forces in the world, I cannot help
but feel that the world will be a safer
place when its two greatest powers are
both committed to democracy and the
protection of individual rights.

And I think we owe credit to Presi-
dent Clinton, Secretary of State Chris-
topher, and Deputy Secretary Talbott.
Over the past three years, they have
braved the attacks by those, including
some in this chamber, who cannot
bring themselves to give up their cold
war notions about evil empires and
would have us focus only on the
vestiges of the old and ugly in Russia
and ignore all that is new and promis-
ing.

Where do we go from here? As the
ranking member of the Foreign Oper-
ations Subcommittee, I have watched
as funding for foreign assistance has
been slashed over the past 18 months,
including assistance to Russia. Assist-
ance to Russia is being phased out over
the next 2 years, even though it is obvi-
ous that it is going to take the Russian
people at least another decade to be
able to take control of their own lives
instead of expecting the government to
do it for them, and that our assistance
would be valuable to them.

President Yeltsin has won the sup-
port of his people to continue reform.
But the Russian economy remains a
shambles. The Russian Government
has no money to finance its reforms.
Crime is rampant. There are still pen-
sioners on the streets of Moscow hawk-
ing pairs of children’s rubber boots in
order to survive.

Aid from the United States cannot
possibly solve these problems directly.
The problems are so immense that only
the Russian people working together
will be able to.

But what our aid can do is show them
the way. Most Russians still have only
a faint notion of what a market econ-
omy offers. Most also still carry the
perceptions drilled into them by their
Soviet masters that Americans are
their enemies.

I have not been fully satisfied with
the results of our aid program in Rus-
sia. There has been confusion, a lack of
strategic thinking, and boilerplate ap-
proaches that did not fit the unique
conditions there. Too much of the
money has ended up in the pockets of
American contractors, without enough
to show for it.

But some programs have given the
Russian people hope for a better future.
People-to-people exchanges are an ex-
ample of how we can help change old
ways of thinking. I believe the thou-
sands of exchanges of ordinary citizens
that we have sponsored over the last 4
years played a role in President
Yeltsin’s victory. Farmer-to-farmer
programs. Business exchange pro-
grams. Academic exchange programs.
Civic organization development
projects. They have shown the Russian
people what is possible.

Americans have learned from these
exchanges too. We have learned that
the Russian people are not ogres. Like
us, they are mostly worried about the
welfare of their families. But they are
learning for the first time that it is
possible to have a system of govern-
ment whose primary aim is the defense
of individual rights, and which actually
serves them.

Mr. President, there remains much to
criticize in Russia. The democracy that
exists there is fragile, and the future
unpredictable. There will continue to
be setbacks, and instances when Russia
behaves in ways that are inconsistent
with international norms. I have been
horrified by the brutality of the Rus-
sian military in Chechnya. While it has
been reassuring to see the outpouring
of protest against this barbarity by the
Russian people themselves, President
Yeltsin and his security advisors need
to recognize that Chechnya’s future is
not going to be decided by bombing its
people into submission.

Having said that, let us today recog-
nize how much has changed for the bet-
ter in Russia compared to just a few
years ago. And I hope we will also reaf-
firm our commitment to support re-
form in Russia. We know how to put
our aid dollars to good use there, and
there is much good yet to be done.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE HARRY M.
‘‘MAC’’ JOHNSTON

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, the
emergence of South Carolina as a cen-
ter for business and industry is due to
many factors including a temperate
climate, a trained and enthusiastic
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